A new species in the genus Primula, P. subpyrenaica, is described from the Pyrenean range in the north-eastern Iberian Peninsula. The species belongs to P. sect. Auricula, and is related to P. auricula and P. lutea mainly on a morphological basis. However, P. subpyrenaica differs from those two species and from other related taxa by various morphological characters (non-scariose and longer bracts, fragrant leaves, yellowish or brownish when pressed). Data on its ecology, taxonomic relationships and conservation status of this narrow endemic is also provided.
Introduction
Primula Linnaeus (1753: 142 ) is a widespread genus distributed mainly in temperate regions of the northern hemisphere (Richards, 2003) . It comprises ca. 500 species, with its greatest diversity in mountain ranges of East Asia (Hu & Kelso, 1996) . Traditionally, 37 sections have been recognized within Primula, among them sect. Auricula Duby (1828: 384) , the species of which are generally narrow endemics from the mountains of central and southern Europe. This section has been the subject of several studies (Smith & Fletcher, 1949; Valentine & Kress, 1972 , Halda, 1992 Richards, 2003) , the most recent of which by recognized two subsections, Euauricula Pax (1889: 220) and Cyanopsis (Schott) Pax (1889: 223) based on molecular and morphological characters. According to , sect. Auricula appeared in the late Tertiary (3.6 Ma), derived from an Asian ancestor, followed by the divergence of the two major lineages (subsect. Euauricula and subsect. Cyanopsis) which split at the Plio-Pleistocene boundary (2.4 Ma), with internal diversification taking place mostly during the early Quaternary.
Differences between some of these taxa within sect. Auricula are often subtle, especially in the vegetative characters. Usually leaf shape, leaf texture, leaf margin, morphology and arrangement of glandular hairs, scent of leaves, presence or absence of farina, bract size, calyx shape, flower colour and seed coat ornamentation are used to distinguish between the different taxa. Among the 25 species currently recognized within sect. Auricula, only three (all in subsect. Euauricula) have yellow flowers, while the rest have pink, purple or blue flowers. One of those species with yellow flowers is P. palinuri Petagna (1787: 332), a southern Italian endemic whose taxonomic status has not been controversial because of distinctive morphological traits. The other two yellow-flowered taxa have been traditionally included within P. auricula Linnaeus (1753: 143) , a species considered by some authors as a highly polymorphic without subspecific taxa (Valentine & Kress, 1972 , Ernst et al. 1977 Pignatti, 1982) or, alternatively, one encompassing two subspecies with unclear boundaries (Smith & Fletcher, 1949; Halda, 1992; Richards, 2003) . More recently, , using molecular data, proposed two distinct clades that are well defined geographically but do not correspond with traditional subspecific delimitation. Based on herbarium material, those authors were able to relate genetic data with morphological characters, which led them to split P. auricula into two different species: P. auricula s. str., for populations from the mountains of southern and sector of Serra de Picancel. Currently 12 patches are known, always separated by less than 500 m, and with a maximum distance of 3.7 Km between the more extreme patches. The number of basal rosettes (ramets or potential individuals) is several thousands. It has been looked for in nearby ranges with suitable habitats as far as 15-20 km away, but unsuccessfully to date.
The species grows on basic rocks (conglomerates) at elevations ranging from 790 to 1100 m along with Sesleria albicans Kit. ex. Schultes (1814: 216) , Ramonda myconi (L.) Reichenbach (1831: 388) , Saxifraga longifolia Lapeyrouse (1801: 26) and a number of moss species (Aymerich et al., 2012) . The surrounding vegetation consists of forests of Pinus sylvestris Linnaeus (1753: 1000) and Quercus ilex Linnaeus (1753: 995) ; mean annual rainfall is ca. 900-1000 mm, with marked inter-annual variation.
Conservation status:-To date, the species with the narrowest distribution within subsect. Euauricula, a group with a high number of narrow endemics (7 species of 15 as stated by was P. recubariensis Proser & Scortegana (1998: 28), a species described two decades ago restricted to one pre-Alpine massif in Italy (Proser & Scortegagna, 1998) . Primula subpyrenaica has now become the species with the narrowest distribution. Despite this, Aymerich et al. (2012) considered that these populations, now regarded as P. subpyrenaica, are not under threat, due to the high number of mature individuals (ramets) and the lack of evidence of current threats; thus, the proposed IUCN (2001) category is NT (Near threatened).
Identification key:-We propose the following key to distinguish between the yellow-flowered species of Primula sect. Auricula:
1. Plants summer-dormant; leaves efarinose; seed coat smooth; bracts foliose, 10−25 mm long; calyces 7-11 mm, with acute lobes; corolla lobes ca. 5 mm. 
